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INTRODUCTION 

Highlights  of  the  i960  Vital  Statistics  for  Maryland 


I.  Population 

The  population  of  Maryland  increased  32.3  per  cent  between  the  1950 
and  i960  Censuses.  There  was  a  1.1  per  cent  decrease  in  the  Baltimore 
City  population  during  the  decade,  and  a  55.1  per  cent  increase  in  the 
population  of  all  of  the  counties  combined. 

II.  Births 

A.  Trend 

The  number  of  births  to  Maryland  residents  reached  an  all-time 
high  of  77,496  in  i960.    However,  the  birth  rate  of  24.8  per  1000 
population  represented  the  third  successive  annual  drop  since  the  1957 
peak  of  26.3.     This  drop  in  the  birth  rate  was  observed  in  both  whites 
and  nonwhites  in  both  Baltimore  City  and  the  total  counties  combined. 
The  nonwhite  birth  rate  in  i960  was  32.8  and  the  white  rate  was  23*2. 

B.  Age  of  Mothers  of  First  Births 

Out  of  all  first  births  to  resident  mothers  in  the  State  in 
i960,  38.9  per  cent  were  to  mothers  who  were  under  age  20.  This 
represents  a  substantial  increase  over  the  rate  of  28.0  per  cent  for 
1950. 

For  whites,  this  proportion  increased  from  22.0  per  cent  in  1950 
to  33*7  per  cent  in  i960.  For  nonwhites  the  increase  was  from  56.7  per 
cent  in  1950  to  61.4  per  cent  in  i960. 

C.  Birth  Order 

The  proportion  of  births  in  i960  who  were  first  or  second  child- 
ren was  substantially  lower  than  in  1950.     The  proportion  which  were 
first  or  second  children  decreased  from  62.0  per  cent  in  1950  to  4-9.8 
per  cent  in  i960.     The  proportion  who  were  of  fourth  or  higher  birth 
order  increased  from  20.3  per  cent  to  31.0  per  cent. 

For  whites,  the  proportion  who  were  of  fourth  or  higher  birth 
order  increased  from  16.2  per  cent  to  27.2  per  cent  in  the  decade.  The 
increase  for  nonwhites  was  from  34.6  per  cent  to  44.2  per  cent. 

III .  Infant  Deaths 

The  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  declined  for  the  second  successive 
year  in  i960,  to  27.4  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year  of  age)  per 
1000  live  births.     This  is  reassuring,  as  there  had  been  a  rise  in  the 
infant  death  rate  in  both  1957  and  3k958.     The  decline  in  i960  involved 
both  whites  and  nonwhites  in  Baltimore  City,  and  whites  in  the  total 
counties  combined.     However,  the  nonwhite  rate  in  the  total  counties  of 
51.5  per  1000  live  births  in  i960  was  higher  than  the  1959  rate  of  48.6, 

The  nonwhite  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  in  i960  was  44.9  and  the 
white  rate  was  22.3. 
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IV.  Deaths 

A.  Trend 

The  number  of  deaths  to  Maryland  residents  reached  an  all-time 
high  of  27,992  in  I960.     The  death  rate  of  9.0  per  1000  population  was 
slightly  higher  than  the  rate  of  8.9  in  1959.     The  death  rate  has 
remained  essentially  level  since  1955* 

B.  Deaths  in  Hospitals 

The  proportion  of  all  deaths  to  Maryland  residents  which  occurred 
in  hospitals  and  related  medical  institutions  continued  to  increase  in 
i960.     This  proportion  reached  67.3  per  cent,  compared  to  65.2  per  cent 
in  1959  and  50.6  per  cent  in  1950.     The  i960  figure  for  whites  was  65,7 
per  cent,  compared  to  A-9.6  per  cent  in  1950.     The  increase  for  nonwhites 
was  from  5^.^  per  cent  in  1950  to  73*^  per  cent  in  I960. 

C .  Death  Rates  by  Race  and  Age 

The  death  rates  for  nonwhites  in  Maryland  in  i960  were  about 
double  the  rates  for  whites,  among  pre-school  children  and  in  adults 
from  l8  to  6k.     In  contrast,  the  difference  was  slight  between  the  white 
and  nonwhite  rates  for  school  age  children  and  for  those  65  and  over. 
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TABLE  15.     BIRTHS,  BY  BIRTH  ORDER,  AGE  OF  MOTHER  AND  RACE,  MARYLAND,  i960. 


Birth  Order* 

All 
Ages** 

AGE 

D  F  M 

0  T  H  E 

R 

Under 
15 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45  & 
over 

Total  births: 

77,496 

199 

11,342 

24,503 

19,955 

13,029 

6,733 

1,639 

59 

First  child 

19,471 

183 

7,389 

7,929 

2,590 

947 

333 

91 

2 

Second 

19,139 

14 

2,919 

8,036 

4,98l 

2,151 

869 

164 

2 

Third 

14,850 

2 

808 

4,723 

4,883 

2,973 

1,220 

230 

6 

Fourth 

9,847 

184 

2,273 

3,253 

2, 607 

1,234 

286 

8 

1  11  L  1 1 

s  888 

Q77 

i  q8i 

l  661 

i  00  s 

L 

Sixth 

3,507 

- 

390 

1,146 

1,071 

711 

180 

9 

Seventh 

1,999 

- 

- 

121 

587 

660 

479 

145 

7 

Eighth  or  more 

2,759 

- 

- 

49 

532 

957 

881 

318 

21 

Not  stated 

36 

- 

7 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

Total  white: 

60,093 

36 

7,387 

19,060 

16,104 

10,575 

5,546 

1,326 

43 

First  child 

15,808 

35 

5,287 

6,956 

2,304 

839 

298 

83 

2 

Second 

15.817 

1.714 

6.736 

4,497 

1.946 

776 

144 

2 

Third 

12,l4l 

1 

340 

3,441 

4,332 

2,690 

1,119 

210 

5 

Fourth 

7,580 

36 

1,321 

2,607 

2,255 

1,104 

249 

7 

Fifth 

4.258 

Q 

y 

437 
~  j  f 

1  389 

1  ^63 

864 

x  71 

4 

Sixth 

2,216 

- 

128 

615 

755 

567 

144 

7 

Seventh 

1,082 

- 

- 

26 

225 

367 

349 

110 

5 

Eighth  or  more 

1,179 

- 

- 

12 

133 

359 

469 

195 

11 

Not  stated 

12 

- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total  nonwhite: 

17,403 

163 

3,955 

5,443 

3,851 

2,454 

1,187 

313 

16 

First  child 

3,663 

148 

2,102 

973 

286 

108 

35 

8 

Second 

3,322 

Ik 

1,205 

,  1.300 

484 

205 

93 

20 

- 

Third 

2,709 

1 

468 

1,282 

551 

283 

101 

20 

1 

Fourth 

2,267 

148 

952 

646 

352 

130 

37 

1 

Fifth 

1,630 

26 

540 

592 

298 

141 

33 

Sixth 

1,291 

262 

531 

316 

144 

36 

2 

Seventh 

917 

95 

362 

293 

130 

35 

2 

Eighth  or  more 

1,580 

37 

399 

598 

412 

123 

10 

Not  stated 

24 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 



*  Based  on  the  current  live  births  plus  all  previous  deliveries  to  the 
mother . 


**  Includes  37  mothers  with  age  not  stated. 
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